Southern Oregon Wine Regions

American Viticultural Areas (AVA’s) 


SOWI Service area:		

[image: ]At 23,742 square miles, the southern seven counties in SOWI’s service area are larger than nine states in the United States plus the District of Columbia. 


Number of Wineries: 	134
Number of Vineyards:  	314




The SOWI service area includes the Southern Oregon AVA and the southern part of the Willamette Valley AVA.  This area from the northern limits of Lane County to the California border is 210 miles long and 387 miles from the Idaho border to the Pacific Ocean.


Southern Oregon AVA

The Southern Oregon AVA exists in the southwest portion of the state, stretching 125 miles from south of Eugene to the California border, and 60 miles at its widest between the Cascade Mountain Range to the east and the Coast Range to the west. It encompasses Umpqua Valley, Rogue Valley, Red Hill Douglas County, and Applegate Valley appellations. 


Wine History: 
Southern Oregon has the oldest history of grape growing in the state. It dates back to 1852 with an early area settler named Peter Britt, who operated a winery in Jacksonville. Post-prohibition winemaking started in 1961 when vintner Richard Sommer migrated from University of California at Davis and founded Hillcrest Vineyards in the Umpqua Valley. Impressed with the diversity of growing conditions in this area, other winemakers began planting roots in the 1970s, resulting in a patchwork of vineyards growing both cool- and warm-climate varieties. Today, this winegrowing region continues to grow and turn out a great variety of high-quality wines. The appellation became official in 2004. 

Predominant Varieties: 
Pinot noir, Merlot, Cabernet sauvignon, Pinot gris, Syrah, Chardonnay, Cabernet franc, White Riesling, Tempranillo, Gewurztraminer, Viognier. 



Rogue Valley AVA

The Rogue Valley AVA is the southern most winegrowing region in Oregon. It's made up of three adjacent river valleys (Bear Creek, Applegate and Illinois valleys) that extend from the foothills of the Siskiyou Mountains along the California border north to the Rogue River. It is 70 miles wide by 60 miles long and encompasses the Applegate Valley sub-appellation. 

The Numbers: 
16 wineries, 130 vineyards, 1,400 vineyard acres 

Wine History: 
Rogue Valley's wine history dates back to the 1840s when European immigrants began planting grapes and eventually bottling wines. In 1852, an early settler named Peter Britt joined in on the grape growing adventure, though it wasn't until 1873 that he opened Valley View Winery-Oregon's first official winery. Valley View closed in 1907 (though its name was resurrected by the Wisnovsky family in 1972), then prohibition hit. It wasn't until after an Oregon State University professor planted an experimental vineyard here in 1968 that winemakers rediscovered Rogue Valley as a superb winegrowing region. Rogue Valley became an official appellation in 2001. 

Predominant Varieties: 
Syrah, Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, Pinot noir, Chardonnay 

	Applegate Valley AVA

Applegate Valley is a sub-appellation of the larger Rogue Valley AVA in Southern Oregon. It stretches 50 miles north from the California border to the Rogue River just west of Grants Pass. 

The Numbers: 
23 vineyards, six wineries and 400 vineyard acres 

Wine History: 
Applegate Valley's wine history began in 1852 when an early area settler named Peter Britt planted wine grapes. In 1873, he opened Valley View Winery, Oregon's first official winery. Valley View closed in 1907, then prohibition hit. It wasn't until the 1970s, after modern pioneers began discovering the neighboring areas' quality wine growing conditions, that Applegate Valley experienced a resurgence of winemaking. It began with a few family-run wineries that planted their roots and opened their doors. Today, this area is an important winegrowing region turning out a diversity of high-quality wines. The appellation became official in 2001. 

Predominant Varieties: 
Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, Syrah, Chardonnay 



Umpqua Valley AVA

Umpqua Valley AVA sits between the Coast Range to the west and the Cascade Range to the east, with the Willamette Valley AVA to the north and the Rogue Valley AVA to the south. Named for the legendary fishing river that runs nearby, the appellation stretches 65 miles from north to south, and is 25 miles from east to west. 

The Numbers: 
60 vineyards, 12 wineries, 1,100 vineyard acres 

Wine History: 
The Umpqua Valley's winegrowing history dates back to the 1880s when German immigrants who had worked for the Beringer Bros., the oldest continuously operating vineyard in Napa, planted the first wine grape vineyard in the Valley. Post-prohibition, Richard Sommer established Hillcrest Vineyards near Roseburg in 1961. He planted Riesling and small amounts of other varieties despite being told by his California (Davis) cohorts that it was impossible to successfully grow wine grapes in Oregon. Obviously, they were wrong. Just eight years later, in 1969, Paul Bjelland of Bjelland Vineyards founded the Oregon Winegrowers Association in the Umpqua Valley. During the 1970s new wineries opened, including Henry Estate Winery, whose winemaker Scott Henry developed a now world-famous trellis system, which increases grape yield, among other benefits. The Umpqua Valley appellation continues to evolve as new winemakers discover the area, bringing with them a passion for innovation and world-class wine. The Umpqua Valley appellation became official in 1984. 

Predominant Varieties: 
Pinot noir, Pinot gris, Riesling, Syrah, Tempranillo 

Red Hill Douglas County AVA

Red Hill Douglas County is a sub-appellation of the Umpqua Valley AVA near the small town of Yoncalla, which lies about 30 miles north of Roseburg and parallels Interstate 5. It encompasses 5,500 acres and is a single vineyard AVA, one of just a few in the country. 

The Numbers: 
single vineyard AVA (Red Hill Vineyard) with 220 acres planted 

Wine History: 
The Applegate and Scott families, pioneers of Southern Oregon, settled at the foot of Red Hill in the mid-1800s. Jesse Applegate planted Douglas County's first established vineyard in Yoncalla in 1876. Red Hill Douglas County appellation was approved in 2005. 

Predominant Varieties: 
Pinot noir, Chardonnay, Riesling 

Willamette Valley AVA
The Southern Oregon Wine Institute (SOWI) service area includes Lane County which is in the southern portion of the Willamette Valley AVA. 
There are fourteen wineries in Lane County, the largest of which is King Estate Winery which has 465 acres of organic vineyards.
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